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With the triumphant advance of the digital 
world, our perception could not keep up. 
Computers were and are faster evolving 
than anything else in previous history. Not 
only the mere speed, but the lack of fami-
liar recognition features were new. Com-
puters can differ in shape and size. That 
they were looking merely similar, is due 
to manufacturing purposes over a condi-
tionally shape. Even more abstract are the 
processes within these black boxes. Dra-
wn from the sight of eyes and with discre-
te interactions we had to find substitutes 
to represent the ongoing.

However, we found them by looking for the 
equivalents of the analogue world. Fol-
ders, mail and trash bins had to pose for 
digital icons and their deduction for the 
digital world. 
These so called skeuomorphs have so-
metimes even outlasted their ancestors. 
Nevertheless, we are still aching for fami-
liarity and are struggling to find adequate 
representatives of a non physical world.
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save

The save icon is one of the most 
iconic and widespread pictograms 
in the computerized world.
It has borrowed its shape not from 
an object that has been there be-
fore the digital age. 
The floppy disk has for longtime 
been the common medium for sa-
ving and exchanging digital data. 
Furthermore it fulfilled the es-
sential premise of being a visible 
and tangible. 
It has become so iconic as there 
has been no real representation 
in the analogue world for the digi-
tal saving process.
However it has outlived the floppy 
and made its way even in the la-
test operating systems.
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shutter sound

That cellphones are making sound 
when taking a picture, grew from 
our habituation of feedback from 
analogue cameras.
These cameras either had a mir-
ror reflex system or a focal plane 
shutter. These actually were pro-
ducing sounds, giving feedback 
whether the picture was taken.
Cellphones are mimicking in fact 
the sound of a midrange SLR.
Furthermore, this relic of habitu-
ation made it into legislation.
South Korea passed a law in 2003, 
that all phones have to make a  
64dB sound taking a picture.
Japan passed a similar bill and 
even in the USA and Australia 
some politican demanding it.
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ebook

In ebook readers we find a who-
le lot of skeumorphs. These 
are as well visual as interactive 
skeomorphs.
The event of turning a page is 
kept as close as possibile to the 
physical event. The page and its 
bending are animated. Some 
even play a sound of rustling 
paper. 
ebooks often also showing pat-
terns or real paper and the 
bends between the pages.
The collection of books is shown 
in an animate Lbrary.
Appearance and handling follo-
wing the desire of habituation.
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when I bought a new digital camera some time ago, I deciced 
for a mirrorless system camera. I thought it would take pho-
tographs without sound, as I was used to by my old one. 
however it has a physical focal plane shutter.

by now I would not want to miss this very haptic feedback.
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